
GREETINGS FROM YOUR PASTOR 

 

The PNC is off and running--and that is great.  It will take time, yes, and it will take the 

input from all of you.   But the process has worked well in the past and it will work now.   It 

is my conviction that the Lord already knows the person He desires to become the next 

installed pastor here at Lancaster First.  Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit the committee 

will be able to identify that person and a call will be given.   Until then I have the wonderful 

privilege of sharing with you in all aspects of the church life.  It is my hope and prayer that 

we will not just be satisfied with a "holding pattern" but will find ways by which we may 

grow as a fellowship in all areas of ministry.  As we share together I ask that each one of 

you who is regular in attendance will contact someone you have not seen for awhile 

and encourage that person or family to meet you at church for worship and fellowship.   If 

you learn of some difficulty or disappointment a person may have with the church or in life 

please let me know.  Also, if there is someone who has no church home invite that person 

or family to come with you and experience the joy and strength which can come out of 

being part of the community of believers.  

  

During this Lenten Season we will be sharing together with our devotions centered in the 

Gospel According to John.  As you take that moment or two to read the designated 

Scripture and meditate on its application remember that your fellow church members are 

doing the same.  Together may we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord.   On the 

Sunday mornings during Lent we will be looking at the "Claims of Christ" as they are 

presented in John.  May we discover the power which is ours when we appropriate the 

claim of Christ for the living of our lives each week. 

  

Linda joins me in expressing our appreciation for the manner by which you have accepted 

us.  We are blessed to be able to walk in faith with you during this time of transition.  

                     

 

Your Interim Pastor and friend, 

        Rev  

T he Pathway 
òProclaiming the Gospel of Christ, 

   Every Day, 
     Every Way, to Everyoneó 
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SESSION UPDATES  
* Presbytery of Scioto Valley will hold itôs annual Spring Fest Conference on March 13, 2010.   

* Rev. Ellsworthôs sermons for the Sundays in Lent will be based on the claims of Christ.   

* Rev. Ellsworth and Ryan Dewey have written daily devotionals for Lent based on the Gospel of John.  They 
are available to the congregation in bulletins and on the website.  

* Ash Wednesday Service will begin with a soup and sandwich dinner followed by communion celebrated at 
each table.  Elders will present soliloquies as each Disciple, wondering if each had qualified as a disciple of 
Christ.  

* Rev. Ellsworth is working on his goal to visit all shut-ins.   
* A new member class will be April 11th, with reception during worship on April 18th.  Rev. Ellsworth would like 

elders to sponsor a new member family.   
* Rev. Ellsworth is mentoring Ryan Dewey and feels they are on the same theological path. 
* Presbytery of Scioto Valley will meet  March 2nd, 2:00 p.m. 
* Childrenôs Ministry will have a Fun Day on February 15, 2010, Presidentôs Day. 
* A library subcommittee has been organized and will meet this week. 
* Rev. Ellsworth and an Elder will start soon to call on local inactive members. 
* The January menôs breakfast had twenty-five in attendance.  February 13th speaker will be Dave 

Daubenmire. 
* Womenôs Ministry will do a Minute for Ministry on Sunday, February 21, 2010 about Smile Train, their mission 

project.  Plans are underway to meet at the English Tea Room at Buckeye Lake. 
* Mission budget for 2010 has been allocated.  
* Sewing classes have begun in Honduras.   
* An extra gift of $3,000 has been given to Hope International for work in Haiti.   
* The mission team is working on a mission statement. 
* A middle-school girlsô choir has started.   
* Plans are progressing to have acolytes at 1st Service worship.   
* Rev. Ellsworth and Leta Cook are planning a new order of worship with greeting and announcements 

preceding the entry of acolytes and the organ prelude.  This will provide a quiet time to open worship. 
* Youth Infuzion Ministry Workshop will be held the weekend of March 12-14, 2010.   
* Chaperones are needed to accompany the youth to the Pittsburgh Project.   
* On February 25th the congregation can support the youth ministry by dining at Max & Ermaôs with 15% of 

proceeds donated to our youth ministry.   
* Youth Sunday will be May 16, 2010 at both worship services. 
* A Capital Campaign assessment meeting needs to be held to quantify our needs.  Mission funding should be 

included in this planning. 
* Ken Culver representing the PNC reported on their progress.  They meet every Tuesday night.  They are 

working on a revisioning statement and strategies, updating programs and composing a questionnaire for the 
congregation.  The Session is requested to work on one and three year strategies for the PNC.  The Session 
agreed to include this work at the March 11th meeting and have report ready for April. 

* A report was received from the technology team of Phil Blower, Jeff Brymer-Bashore, Mark Loy, and Ed Pool.  
The session requested that a representative from the team come to our meeting to explain their needs and 
goals.   

* There was a request to have microphones for the choir area. 
* Requests from Girl Scouts of Ohioôs Heartland for February 27th, Connections Academy for May 12th, and 

Emily Tolley for July 2nd were approved.   

MENõS BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, March 13th  

at 8:00am  -  Colonial Room 

 Guest speaker is Allen Wallace, a Washington DC firefighter who was at 

the Pentagon when the 9 -11 attacks occurred. Come join us for some 

good fellowship and see what Allen has to say about what happened on 

that dreadful day.  



March Calendar 
 

March  5th  7:00  Lancaster Chorale Practice  
  7th  9:30  Worship Service followed by Honduras Celebration 
  7th  1:00  Piano Recital - Marge Seeley 
  12th - 14th   Youth Infuzion Retreat 
  14th    Daylight Savings Time 
  15th - 19th   Ohio Connections Testing 
  22nd - 26th   Ohio Connections Testing 

 

Reoccurring Monthly Events 
 

Sundays: 8:15 and 10:45       Worship 
 8:15 and 10:45 (1

st 
week)    Holy Communion 

  12:00       Confirmation Class 
  12:00 (3rd week)      Childrenôs Ministry Team Mtg. 

4:30      Praise Band Practice 
6:00      Sr. High Youth Group 
6:00 (1st week)    1st Nighters  
7:30      Venture Crew 
7:00 (2nd week)    Womenôs Book Club 

Mondays:  7:00 (1st & 3rd weeks)   ñKnit Togetherò 
   6:30       Boy Scout Troop 5 Meeting 

7:30 (last week)    Youth Leadership Meeting 
7:30      AA Meeting 

Tuesdays:  12:10 p.m.      ñGood Newsò Bible Study  
   3:30      New Horizons Meeting 
   6:30 (1st week)    Boy Scout Roundtable 

7:00 (4th week)              Membership Dev./Ed. & Nurture  
7:00 (1st week, quarterly)  Board of Deacons Meeting 
7:00 (2nd week)    Worship/Music Team Mtg. 
7:00 (2nd week)    Womenôs Ministry Mtg. 
7:00  (4th week)    Mission Team Mtg. 

 8:00      PNC Meeting 
Wednesdays:  9:30 a.m.      Play-N-Learn 
  9:30 (3rd week)   Loyalty Circle 

12:00 p.m. (3rd  week)    Personnel Team Meeting 
4:30      LOGOS 
4:45      PRISM Choir 
5:15      Rainbow Choir 
5:00      Praise Band Practice 
5:30      TGIW Dinner 
6:00      Middle School Youth Group 
6:30      TGIW Program  
6:30      8:15 Choir Rehearsal 
7:30      Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursdays:  11:45 a.m.    Women At The Well Bible Study 
  12:00 p.m. (3rd week)  Do Nothing Society 

6:30 (1st week)    Session  
5:30      Celebration Ringers Rehearsal 
6:00 (2nd & 4th weeks)   Young Womenôs Bible Study 

Fridays:  7:30 a.m. (every other week) Menôs Small Group 
Saturdays:  8:00 a.m. (2nd week)  Menôs Fellowship Breakfast  
     15th       Newsletter Deadline 
     29

th
  3:00 p.m.    Foundation Dinners 



1 Shirley Jablonka, Rusti Parks  14 Henry Fischer, Edith Maus 

   Dick Snyder  15 Katie Maloney 

2 Bruce Haning, Liz Leitnaker  16 Muriel Ballou  

3 Suzanne Culver, Gene Davis  17 Ashley Gloyd 

   Spec Reed  18 Jerry Metz, Cork Taylor 

4 Scott Craft  19 Margaret Johnson, Larry Neeley 

5 Derrill Weaver Jr., Aubrey Tobin  20 Neal Elliott, Dick McDonald,  

6 Mary Ellen Donovan, Margaret 

Fischer 

    Jane Ann Young 

7 Penny Gallup, Clarence Kessler  21 Courtney Kern 

   Margaret Knox  22 Kyle Lama, Bruce McAtee 

8 Karen Davis, Mary Goings,  23 Glenn Burns, Sheila Hubbard, 

   Tori Kyer     Betty Wallace 

9 Dana Kern, Julie Smith  24 Mandy Greenwood  

10 Dave Davis, Janet Griffith  25 Janet Gilmore, Stephanie Pentiuk 

11 Barbara Darnell, John Sweyer  26 John Lambert, Collin Mahler, 

12 Tony Falvo, Henry Walters,     Ron Smith 

   Della Winters  27 Don Walker 

13 SallyAnn Haase, Guy Litt,  30 Kendra Brown 

   Janet Neeley  31 Nathan Kern, Cheryl Ritton 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Week Worship Schedule  
             7:00pm  Maundy Thursday (4/1/10)     

         12:30pm  Good Friday (4/2/10)  
   

 Easter Sunday - April 4th   

      6:45am  Easter Sunrise Service at Geneva Hills  

  (Pancake breakfast to follow)  

      8:15am  Worship service at First Presbyterian  

    10:45am  Worship service at First Presbyterian   

FIRST NIGHTERS  
 

March 7, 2010  

6:00pm - Colonial Room  
 

Program:  

Olivedale Handbell Choir 

&  Sing-A-Long 
 

Hosts: Ron &  Betty DeLong, 

Howard & Kathy Rea  

and Penny Gallup  



Palm Sunday / Easter Egg Hunt  
 

March 28th is coming soon.  We will have a  
family Lenten Sunday School at 9:30am in  
the church Dining Room.  The preschool  
Easter Egg Hunt will be at 9:30am, as well,  
in the church basement.  The Palm procession  
into the sanctuary will take place at the  
10:45 am worship service. 
 

The Easter Egg Hunt for the elementary  
children will be at 3:00pm (location is yet to  
be determined.)  We will have a potluck after  
the egg hunt.  Please bring a side dish  
and/or a dessert to share.  The church 
will provide meat, table service and drinks.  
 

Donations of candy are needed.  Please drop your donations off at the 
church by March 25th. 

Easter Sunday - April 4, 2010  
We will NOT have Sunday school at 9:30am on Easter 
Sunday.  Children will participate in the church service with 
the Alleluia wands.  The nursery will be open for both 
service times. 

LOGOS Winter Session  
We are having another great LOGOS Winter Session.  We would like to 
thank all our volunteers who help make this program a huge success.  
We have 38 children this session and over 30 adult volunteers. 
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    WORSHIP 

Ryan Dewey, Director of  Youth Ministries  

Sunday Monday 
1 
Open House 
3:00 - 5:00 

Tuesday 
2 
Bible Study LHS 

Wednesday 
3 
Jr. Youth 
6:00 - 8:00 

Thursday 
4 

Friday 
5 
 

Saturday 
6 
 

 7 
No Sunday School 
 

Sr. Youth 
7:00 - 9:00 

8 
Open House 
3:00 - 5:00 

9 
Bible Study LHS 

10 
Cook TGIW 
TBA 
Jr. Youth 
6:00 - 8:00 

11 12 13 
 

14 
Sun. Sch. - Infuzion 
 
NO Youth Group 
 

15 
Open House 
3:00 - 5:00 

16 
Bible Study LHS 

17 
Jr. Youth 
6:00 - 8:00 

18 19 
Nerf Night 
6 - 10pm 

20 

21 
Sun. Sch. - 9:30 
 

Sr. Youth 
7:00 - 9:00 

22 
Open House 
3:00 - 5:00 

23 
Bible Study LHS 

24 
Jr. Youth 
6:00 - 8:00 

25 26 27 
 

28 
Sun. Sch. - 9:30 
 

Sr. Youth  
7:00 - 9:00 

29 
Open House 
3:00 - 5:00 

30 
Bible Study LHS 

31 
Jr. Youth 
6:00 - 8:00 

   

March 12 -14, 2010 at First Presbyterian Church  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Gal 6:14 - But far be it from me to boast except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

 

 This month we are going to start memory verses.  The Bible is a gift from God and 

we should be a people devoted to knowing it more.  I will be handing out this 

verse to you at youth group but feel free to get a jump start on it now.  March 

Memory Verse: Rom 1:16  òFor I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 

of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek.ó  May we truly not be ashamed to tell others the good news of Jesus and 

what He did for us.  We must be focused on its power of salvation, knowing it is by 

faith through Christ alone that we are saved.  Praise God for its life-changing power. 

 

 Also this month, I want to introduce a worship element to the youth group.  This 

includes starting a praise band but it is so much more than that.  To start our 

worship kickoff Iõve invited Infuzion to join us on March 12
th
 through the 14

th
.  

Infuzion is a Christian group which has a passion for praise and worship.  The 

weekend events will take place at the Church and Wright Place.  All those interested 

in learning more about worship and participating in the praise band should be here,  

It is open to both Jr. and Sr. High.  I will send you more info about the times 

shortly, I just need to work it out with the Infuzion gang.    

 

 Donõt forget about TGIW on the 10
th
 of March.  We will be cooking the meal for 

the congregation.  All the money we make on the meal will go towards the youth 

budget.  So come out and give us a hand.  Youõre encouraged to invite friends and 

family to support you.  Both Jr. and Sr. High are needed to help.   There will be no 

youth group afterwards.  The time will be announced shortly.   

 

 Since many of you have begged me to do a nerf night, I have given in and decided 

to do one.  So on March 19
th
 we will be having a nerf night from at 6pm to 10pm.  

So bring all your nerf equipment and prepare for a fun time.    

 

 Attention Senior High, donõt forget about the Pittsburgh Project on April 23rd to 

25
th
.  Many of you have told me you are interested so donõt forget about the $25 

deposit.  There are ten spots available.   

 

  And just around the corner is Ligonier Camp on May 21st -23
rd

.  This trip costs $68 

 and is open to both Jr. and Sr. High.  It will be a great way to start the summer. 

 

 

                           Grace and Peace, 

           Dewey  

 

 



T.G.I.W.  MEALS & PROGRAMS 
Dinner every week at 5:30pm 

Programs at 6:15pm with Rev. Ellsworth 
 

   March 3rd  Lenten Bible Study (Gospel of Matthew) 

   March 10th  Lenten Bible Study (Gospel of Mark) 

   March 17th  Lenten Bible Study (Gospel of Luke) 

   March 24th  Last TGIW dinner for the season 

WOMENõS BOOK CLUB 
  

March 14,  2010 -  The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society  

    by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.  
    

         April 11, 2010 - Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet  

     by Jamie Ford  
    

      May 16, 2010 - The Help by Kathryn Stockett  

FRIEND -TO -FRIEND MINISTRY  
 

PEARLS OF WISDOM ---to enrich your  life!  
 

 

Kind words can be short and easy to speak,  

But their echoes are truly endless.  

                                  Mother Teresa  

DISCIPLESHIP HOUSE BOOKSTORE 
 

  Did you knowé. 

We are open Sundays after each worship service. 

                       All Bibles are discounted 30% 

All cards are $1.00 
 

Almost any book can be specially ordered &  

will come in less than a week. 
 

There is a òSale Corneró with paperbacks for $3.00 

and hard covers for $4.00 
 

There are books for ALL ages 
 

Stop in and check out the great variety of Bibles and  

good selection of current bestsellers! 


